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SMITH & SINGER PRESENTS A MAJOR EXHIBITION CELEBRATING ONE OF 

AUSTRALIA’S MOST INFLUENTIAL & ENDURING ARTISTS 

Twenty-five Exceptional Works from Private Collections, Several Not Seen in 
Public for Decades 

Open to the Public the Exhibition Will Raise Funds for The Brett Whiteley Studio  

 

MELBOURNE, 17 February 2020 – Smith & Singer (formerly operating as Sotheby’s Australia) is 

honoured to present Brett Whiteley: The Line of Beauty.  To be held in Sydney from Monday 24 February 

to Saturday 7 March 2020, this major loan exhibition will feature an extraordinary selection of paintings 

and sculptures from distinguished private collections, many of which have remained hidden from public 

view since they were first acquired either directly from the artist or from exhibitions. 

BRETT WHITELEY 1939-1992 

Interior with Bull-Bull Egg Sculpture 1980 

oil on canvas, 93.5 x 91 cm 

Private Collection, courtesy of Smith & Singer 
© Wendy Whiteley 
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A CELEBRATION OF ONE OF AUSTRALIA’S GREATEST CREATIVE FORCES 

 

Brett Whiteley remains one of the most influential figures within the history and development of 

Australian art, whose sensuous images of the human figure, together with the Australian landscape, 

flora and fauna, continue to enthral, educate and inspire. 

 

Represented in national and international public collections, in the last three years Brett Whiteley has 

also been the subject of a biography, film and opera.  As a testament to his skill, he remains the only 

artist to have won the trifecta of the Art Gallery of New South Wales painting prizes – the Archibald, 

Sulman and Wynne.  His work, which spans continents, styles and subjects, reveals a caring and sensitive 

person whose astutely perceptive view of the world was equally reflective of his own, deeply personal 

difficulties.  Within this exhibition there are a number of persistent, recurrent motifs and symbols 

shared by works across media, which we encourage viewers to discover for themselves.   

 

THE BRETT WHITELEY STUDIO 
 

The exhibition has been curated by 

Geoffrey Smith, Chairman of Smith & 

Singer, who has assembled the works in 

order to further explore Whiteley’s career 

and also generate support for The Brett 

Whiteley Studio.  The studio, located in 

Surrey Hills, Sydney, was the former work 

place of Whiteley, and has been managed 

as a museum by the Art Gallery of New 

South Wales since 1995.  The space stands 

as a monument to one of Australia’s most 

internationally-renowned and respected 

artists.  Preserved exactly in place are some 

of Whiteley’s myriad sources of inspiration 

– from books and journals to posters and 

unfinished works – creating an intimate 

snapshot into his daily practice. 

 

  

BRETT WHITELEY 1939-1992 

After the Swim, Tangier 1986-1987 

oil, ink, glass eye, sunglasses, cotton t-shirt on 

board, 152 x 122 cm 

Private Collection, courtesy of Smith & Singer 
© Wendy Whiteley 
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Geoffrey Smith, Chairman of Smith & Singer 

commented: ‘We are thrilled to have 

assembled an extraordinary selection of 

paintings and sculptures by Brett Whiteley, 

considered to be some of the finest work he 

ever created, in our forthcoming exhibition, 

Brett Whiteley: The Line of Beauty.  Several 

have remained hidden and eluded art 

historians and curators for many years, and 

we thank our generous lenders who have 

entrusted their cherished works to us for 

public display.  The exhibition exemplifies 

Whiteley’s skill as an artist and we warmly 

invite people to visit the show and celebrate 

one of Australia’s finest artists in person.’ 

 

Should you wish to support The Brett 

Whiteley Studio, please contact them 

directly, either by telephone at  

+61 (0)2 9225 1881 or via email at 

brettwhiteleystudio@ag.nsw.gov.au. 

 

 
 
AT A GLANCE 

Brett Whiteley: The Line of Beauty 

25 works 

Exhibition in Sydney, 24 February – 7 March 2020, Monday-Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm,  

30 & 34 Queen Street, Woollahra 

 

Admission: $25, Concession $10 

Funds raised to support The Brett Whiteley Studio 

 

 
FOR MORE NEWS FROM SMITH & SINGER 
News: www.smithandsinger.com.au/articles/press    
Twitter:www.twitter.com/SmithandSinger 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/smithandsinger  
  
Attention:  Copyright in the image(s) supplied shall remain vested in Smith & Singer.  Please note that image(s) may depict subject matter which is 
itself protected by separate copyright.  Smith & Singer makes no representations as to whether the underlying subject matter is subject to its own 
copyright, or as to who might hold such copyright.  It is the borrower’s responsibil ity to obtain any relevant permissions from the holder(s) of any 
applicable copyright and Smith & Singer supplies the image(s) expressly subject to this responsibility.  Note that the image(s) provided is/are for a 
one-time use only and no permission is granted to alter the image(s) in any way.  
Images are available upon request 

BRETT WHITELEY 1939-1992 

Palm Beach 1985 

oil on canvas, 168 x 152.5 cm 

Private Collection, courtesy of Smith & Singer  
© Wendy Whiteley 
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